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DRUG OVERVIEW 



DRUGS CATERGORIES 

ò Alcohol                           

ò Club drugs 

ò Cocaine 

ò Hallucinogens 

ò Opioids 

ò Inhalants 

ò Marijuana 

 

 

ò Prescription Drugs and 

Cold Medicine 

ò Steroids 

ò Synthetic Cannabinoids 

ò Synthetic Cathinones 

ò Tobacco/Nicotine 



ALCOHOL  

òPeople drink to socialize, celebrate and relax. 

òAlcohol effectõs vary from person-to-person, 

depending upon variety of factors, including: 

  How much you drink, How often, age, health 

 status, family history 

Alcohol is in beer, wine, liquor and other 

beverages forms. 



CLUB DRUGS 

ò Club Drugs are used by teenagers and young adults at 
bars, nightclubs, and parties. 

 

ò Drugs include: 

      GHB (Sodium oxybate) 

  Rohypnol (Xanax, Roofies) 

  Ketamine ( Cat, Vitamin K) 

  MDMA (Ecstasy, Molly) 

  Methamphetamine (Meth, Ice, Crystal) 

  LSD (Acid) 

        



PRESCRIPTION DRUGS AND COLD MEDICINE 

ò Some medication have psychoactive 
properties and are sometime abused 
when taken for no reason or in way or 
amounts not intended by a doctor or 
taken by someone other than the person 
prescribed. 

ò  Prescription and over-the-counter (OTC) 
drugs are, after marijuana (and alcohol), 
the most commonly abused substances 
by American 14 and older. 



COCAINE 

òCocaine is a powerfully addictive stimulant drug 

made from the leaves of the coca plant native 

to South America. 

òCan be used by health care providers for valid 

medical procedures, such as local anesthesia 

for some surgeries. 

òAs a street drug is often mixed with cornstarch, 

talcum powder, or flour. 



HALLUCINOGENS 

òHallucinogens are a diverse group of drugs that 

alter perception, thoughts, and feelings. 

òCause hallucinations or sensations and images 

that seem real though they are not. 

òCan be found in some plants, mushrooms or 

can be man-made. 

òLSD, PCP 



OPIOIDS 

òOpioids are powerful pain relievers 

ò Include illegal drug herion and legal 
prescription drugs OxyCotin, Vicodin, codeine,  
morphine, fentanyl and many more. 

ò   These drugs are chemically related and 
interact with opioid receptors on nerve cells in 
the body and brain 

òGenerally are safe when taken over a short 
period of time, but are highly addictive.  



INHALANTS 

ò Inhalants are products found in 
home or workplace 

òSpray paints, markers glues and 
cleaning fluids 

òContains volatile substances that 
have  psychoactive properties 
when inhaled. 

òOnly class abused more by 
younger children then by older 
teens 



MARIJUANA 

òMarijuana refers to the dried leaves, flowers, 
stems and seeds from the hemp plant, 
Cannabis sativa. 

òContains mind-altering chemical THC and other 
related compounds. 

òMarijuana is the most commonly used illicit 
drug in the United States 

ò It is often smoked but can mix with food or 
candy or brew it as tea. 



STEROIDS 

òAnabolic steroids are synthetic variations of 
male sex hormone testosterone.  

òHealthcare providers can prescribe steroids to 
treat hormonal issues, such as delayed 
puberty. 

òSteroids can be taken orally or injected into the 
muscles. Can also be applied to the skin as 
cream, gel, or patch. 

òDo not have short ðterm effects but long-term 
over time. 



SYNTHETIC  CANNABINODS 

òMan-made mind altering chemicals that are 

either sprayed on dried, shredded plant 

material so they can be smoked or sold as 

liquids to be vaporized and inhaled in e-

cigarettes and other devices. 

 

òK2, Spice 



SYNTHETIC  CATHINONES 

òCommonly known as òbath saltsó 

òThese drugs are synthetic drugs  related to 

cathinone, a stimulant found in the khat plant 



TOBACCO AND NICOTINE 

òTobacco use is the leading preventable cause 
of disease, disability and death in the United 
States. 

òThe harmful effects of smoking extend far 
beyond the smoker. 

òCigarettes and other forms of tobacco contain 
the  addictive drug nicotine. 

ò It is readily absorbed in the bloodstream when 
a tobacco product is chewed, inhaled pr 
smoked. 



SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS 



ò ALCOHOL 

é Talking loud, slurred 

speech, rambling 

conversations, foul 

language, complaining, 

arguing and being overly 

aggressive or obnoxious. 

ò TOBACCO 

é Frequently smokes, often 

smells smoke immediately  

after smoking  or in 

immediate area. 



ò MARIJUANA 
é Problems with memory and 

learning,, distorted 
perception, difficulty in 
thinking and problem-
solving and loss in 
coordination.  

ò STIMULANTS 

é Make people  more alert, 
increase attention, raised 
blood pressure, heart rate 
and breathing. 

 

é Improper stimulant use can 
also result in unsafely 
elevated body temperature, 
irregular heartbeat , heart 
failure and seizures. 



ò HALLUCINOGENS 

é Produce visual and 
auditory  hallucinations, 
feelings of detachment 
from oneõs environment 
and oneself and 
distortions in time and 
perception. 

 

é Rare but serious health 
effects in heart failure 
and flashbacks. 

 

ò OPIOIDS 

é Tolerance increases with 
frequent use and may not 
be able to maintain 
source of  drugs. Causing 
a turn to black market 
drugs such as heroin. 

 

é Produce euphoria, 
drowsiness, respiratory 
depression, constricted 
pupils, nausea and dry 
mouth. 



TREATMENT  AND RESOURCES 


